GENTLEMEN:

In compliance with the Ordinance of March Ist, 1525, “relating

ols,” the Commissioners thereby created submit to
Report:—

ouncil the following .
s it their duty “to report annually on the -first
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Monday in January, to the City Council, all and every thing respecting
said schools, that may be proper or necessary to be known; with an
account of the expenditures of the past year, and an estimate of the
expenses for the ensuing year.”
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The ordinance directed the establishment of six male, and six fe-
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male schools, on the Monitcrial Plan; without, however, providing any
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adequate means for their crganization and support. This dispropor-
tion between the duties devolved upon the Commissioners, and the
means furnished for their accomplishment, appears to have presented
stself to the Council at their last annual session, in such a manner, as
istati The remedy designed by the supple-

0_ for the dilemma in which the Com-
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Si¢ were | v the original ordinance, was not in the pro-
vision of funds to sustain the schools called for by that enactment, but
in giving them authority to establish, at their discretion, “one or more.”
Even under this modification of their duties, the board hesitated as to
e sronriety of vroceeding to establish a Scheol or Schools. ¥or it
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ssamaed dosirable, that if anv were institnted, one, at least, for males,
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angd one 10r 1emales, snvulu vo siffiutiancousty srgam.zcu_ in
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and western parts of the city: and the whole amount oI 1unds yet
their disposal vwas the pittances received from the Treasurer of th
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State. as the City’s distributive share of the school fund for the years

1825, 26,27 and ’28, in the hands of the Commissioners of Fi-
nance, and amounting in all, only to fourteen hundred and thirty-one

dollars and forty-one cents. But the time was fast consuming, aliottea
by the act of Asseibiy, as the period within which the city might
secure for herself the independent organization of her Public Schoel
System, free from other legislation than her own; and the appropriation
of her revenue to the instruction of her own population. The Board,

therefore, conscious of the magnitude of the trust committed to them,
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and at the samne time aware of the anxiety with which a large poriion
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